
March 3,2022

AT A CONTINUED SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
NOTTOWAY COUNTY, VIRGINIA, HELD AT THE COURTHOUSE THEREOF, ON
THURSDAY, THE 3RD DAY OF MARCH IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD TV/O
THOUSAND TWENTY- TV/O AND IN THE 246TH YEAR OF THE COMMONWEALTH:

PRESENT: LYNN K. SHEKLETON, MADAM CHAIR
JOHN A. ROARK, VICE CHAIRMAN
STEVE W. BOWEN
HELEN M. SIMMONS
SHERMAN C. VAUGHN
P. S. T. COSTIN, COLINTY ADMINISTRATOR

Madam Chair Shekleton called the meeting to order and reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

First item - Censure: Supervisor Bowen calls to the attention of the Board that

Supervisor Roark has recently appeared before the Nottoway County School Board calling for
the dismissal of several staff members over an extremely sensitive and protected matter. That
action led to a serious verbal confrontation with at least one citizen outside a subsequent meeting

of the Nottoway County School Board. These actions do not reflect the opinion of the Board of
Supervisors nor does the Board of Supervisors in any way condone interaction with any citizen
af any time in such a highly aggressive manner. As to the latter occurrence, while no criminal or
civil charges have been brought, the vast majority of citizens conìmunicating on this issue have

made it clear that they, like the Board of Supervisors, expect respect and civility from their
elected representatives especially when interacting with citizens. This breach of respect and

civility deters this body and its staff from doing the work of the people causing harm to this body

and Nottoway County as a whole. The Board of Supervisors must show our disapproval of
Supervisor Roark's judgment which led to these unacceptable behaviors. Therefore, I move that

we censure Supervisor Roark.

A second is provided by Supervisor Simmons.

Supervisor Roark provides an alternative motion. Supervisor Roark calls to the attention
of the Board that Supervisor Roark has recently been accused of some inappropriate actions.

Those actions were at the rear entrance of the High School on February 10,2022. As reported by
the Sheriff s Office, there was a disturbance, and the parties were separated and disbursed.

These actions do not reflect the opinion of the Board of Supervisors nor does the Board of
Supervisors in any way condone interaction with any citizen at any time in such manner. As to
the occurrence, no charges have been brought. There are conflicting statements of the event, and

video evidence does not prove guilt or innocence either way. The Board of Supervisors must

show our disapproval of Supervisor Roark's judgment on the night in question. Therefore, I
move that we censure Supervisor Roark for his judgment on the night in question.

V/ith no second to this alternative motion, the motion dies

Discussion: Supervisor Roark says the original motion says he did something that he did
not do: discussing "protected" information. He claims to have never released any identifying
information or names. "sensitive and protected": the information was specific to the victim and

that victim's mother who chose him as their advocate. He asks that portion be struck from the
motion.

Supervisor Shekleton inquires if Supervisor Roark intended that as a motion; he confirms
it is a motion.

Discussion: Supervisor Bowen says there were many things discussed in Closed Session

for over an hour and a half, and Supervisor Roark admitted that he needed to be censured. The

original motion stands.

With no second to Supervisor Roark's motion to strike, the motion dies

Discussion: Supervisor Roark asks the Board to consider a State Police investigation of
all matters involved and hold off on any action until that is concluded. He believes there has

been criminal activity including from some members of the Board of Supervisors and from some

making the accusations.
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Supervisor Shekleton inquires if Supervisor Roark intended that as a motion; he confirms
it is a motion.

With no second to the motion to consider a State Police Investigation and take no action
tonight, the motion dies.

The original motion stands. Debate has ended.

Following a voice vote, the motion for censure carries as follows:

Madam Chair announces that Supervisor Roark has been censured by the Board of
Supervisors of Nottoway County of which he is a full member. The censure indicates the
Board's displeasure with his conduct but also its hope and encouragement he will conduct
himself with respect and civility going forward.

Second item - Vice Chair: Supervisor Simmons moves to suspend the Board's bylaws
and rules of procedure to the extent necessary and reconsider its action of January 6,2022
appointing Supervisor Roark to the position of Vice Chair of the Nottoway County Board of
Supervisors for the calendar year 2022.

A second is provided by Supervisor Vaughn.

Discussion: Supervisor Roark speaks noting, at the request of a mother and victim, he
reported an incident of sexual assault to the School Board because he believes the School
Superintendent had not done so. He thanks the Sheriff s Office and Commonwealth's Attorney's
office for their work on this matter. He accuses an unnamed individual of leading a fight against
him. He then admits to a heated exchange that took place after the School Board meeting. He
apologizes to those who feel his language was unbecoming an elected official but denies calling
anyone a profane name or being threatening. His concern was that the victim was being shamed.
He mentions other times he has been an advocate for citizens. He is also concerned that, with
current school system investigations, the school could lose federal funding, and citizens' taxes
will increase to cover that loss. He says the Board wants to appease a handful of people that are
caught in less-than-truthful statements, along with attempted cover ups of multiple issues.

Discussion: Supervisor Bowen commends Supervisor Roark for the good things he has
done in this County but notes some of his behavior has overshadowed those good things. If
Supervisor Roark thinks these issues need to be handled in a different manner, with a closed
session or State Police investigation, the Board should have that discussion if it is legal.
Supervisor Roark states those thoughts by Supervisor Bowen arc fair.

Following a voice vote, the motion carries as follows:

S. W. Bowen
J. A. Roark
H. M. Simmons
L. K. Shekleton
S. C. Vaughn

S. V/. Bowen
J. A. Roark
H. M. Simmons
L. K. Shekleton
S. C. Vaughn

Yes
Ineligible to vote on this motion to censure
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Supervisor Simmons moves to rescind the Board of Supervisors action of January 6,2022
appointing Supervisor Roark to the position of Vice Chair of the Nottoway County Board of
Supervisors and remove him from that position for the calendar year 2022 for the reasons cited in
the recent censure.

A second is provided by Supervisor Vaughn.

Following a voice vote, the motion carries as follows:
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S. W. Bowen
J. A. Roark
H. M. Simmons
L. K. Shekleton
S. C. Vaughn

S. W. Bowen
J. A. Roark
H. M. Simmons
L. K. Shekleton
S. C. Vaughn

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Supervisor Roark makes a motion to nominate Supervisor Bowen to Vice Chair for the
remainder of calendar year 2022. A second is provided by Supervisor Simmons.

Supervisor Roark makes a motion to close nominations. A second is provided by
Supervisor Vaughn.

Following a voice vote, the motion to close nominations carries as follows:

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Following a voice vote, the motion to appoint Supervisor Bowen as Vice Chairman
ca:ries as follows:

S. W. Bowen
J. A. Roark
H. M. Simmons
L. K. Shekleton
S. C. Vaughn

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Supervisor Bowen is Vice Chair of the Nottoway County Board of Supervisors for the
remainder of calendar year 2022.

Supervisor Simmons makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion receives a
second from Supervisor Vaughn. Following a voice vote, the motión carries as follows:

S. V/. Bowen Yes
J. A. Roark Yes
H. M. Simmons Yes
L. K. Shekleton Yes
S. C. Vaughn yes

Madam Chair Shekleton adjourns the meeting at7:20 p.m.

Clerk

Yes
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